Prototype: Build your own UWC Curriculum
Context
UWC International is embarking on a journey to deeply examine the “education” in UWC's mission
"to make education a force". Together with staff, students and alumni from across the UWC
movement, we want to understand whether UWC's current approach to education allows us to be as
successful as we could be "to unite people, nations and cultures for peace and a sustainable future".
We are running a movement-wide process to gather feedback and ideas that can contribute to our
thinking and design process. This document is one of several that can be used for school and
alumni groups who want to be part of the process. The information gathered, in all its different forms,
will help shape the work done by a central team of Curriculum Leads who are working together to
co-construct outcomes. If you have any questions or comments, please contact Rebecca Warren,
(Senior Education Project Coordinator) at UWC International. Please also feed back your work to the
same address.
Quick prototyping can be a great way to draw out thinking and ideas, that we can then use or refine.
So here is the quest. Open up, use reason and emotions, don’t limit yourselves and HAVE FUN!
A new UWC is opening in Imaginlandia, a magic situation and country where we don’t need to spend
too much time worrying about either the funding behind it, or the politics of the country. The school is a
brand new school and the initial intake will be the two year, pre-university cohort.
The team who is opening the school have invited you to be part of the consultation group to figure out
how to make this new school a successful UWC and make sure the experiences of the students are
the best they possibly can be. They want your help to design the curriculum and programmes of the
school. They want you to reflect, but also to be future oriented.
Things you need to think about:
1. What is at the core of this education?
2. What would the period of time they are at a UWC look like (does it have to be 2 years?)
3. What would students be learning?
4. How would they be learning?
5. What experiences would they have?
6. How would they be supported by educators?
7. What would a UWC student look like at the end of their UWC school experience?
8. How might you capture the learning journey - what might assessment be?

Things you don’t need to think about:
1. Strict criteria for university/college entrance - we are in fantasyland generating ideas of what
could or should be. We’ll deal with this issue in other spaces.
2. Without knowing the actual place of this UWC you may have to be a bit generalised in some
areas, e.g. if you want to do place-based learning, don’t go into too much detail about whether
it’s about the sea or mountains, just generate the ideas behind why you want to do this.
3. The legalities of a specific country.
Spark: Below is an example of a two year course that the students of the Land and Sea Stewardship
curriculum development team came up with at UWC Atlantic College.
The UWC Atlantic College Land and Sea Stewardship Team Prototype

