Bright Futures: UWCT students earning scholarships for top-flight universities
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Bright Futures: UWCT students
earning scholarships for top-flight
universities

In the north of Phuket, halfway along a quiet, forest-lined road, is the surprisingly vibrant
campus of UWC Thailand (UWCT). The international school, founded in 2008, is well
known for its comprehensive International Baccalaureate (IB) programmes, mindfulness-
based practices and perceived bohemian approach to learning; however, it's the diverse
and inspiring student body that makes it so extraordinary.

Bt

POOL PARTY IN PHUKET | R

MECOVER MORE

Ny @dlL

Have a news tip-off? Click here

Related stories

» |B students to learn fake news, social media...

» The path to success: Teaching_and learning_are a...

» Schools fit for purpose?

 Thai trips at BISP Primary
» Education centre stage at BISP
» QSI| Phuket to hold 11th Trash Fashion Show

» Welcome to the '60s: Hairspray the Musical at BISP

»_Without Geography, you're nowhere...

» The '‘Nev Mars' effect: Great teachers instill a [ov...

» UWC Thailand International School launches...

» BISP students are good sports: Everyone's a...

» |sland'’s students to cook up a storm at QSI...

» Do universities seek well-rounded students?

» Experience of a lifetime at BISP: Students step o...

» Habits, the way forward: Setting_children up for...

Phuket community

Recent Popular

Australian in Patong hotel fall on heavy painkiller,

likely suffering_hallucinations

"His friend advised me that they had not been
drinking all day but had just had a few in the ev...
(Read More)

Rawai Mayor puts road safety in spotlight: Only 18%

of Phuket motorcyclists wear helmets

Many people in Thailand not know that the head of a
person is the heaviest body part. When one get &...
(Read More)

MaAnn alleged corruption complaint filed with DSI

About time he was brought to task. Cue counter suit
for defamation!...(Read More)

1.1k

Shares

https://www.thephuketnews.com/bright-futures-uwct-students-earning-scholarships-for-top-flight-universities-71585.php#WIraotXmkrC8M2L4.97 1/6


https://www.thephuketnews.com/banner_stat-552-www.pavilionshotels.com/phuket/plantation-club
https://www.thephuketnews.com/banner_stat-565-www.bisphuket.ac.th
https://www.thephuketnews.com/banner_stat-478-https://katarocks.smartbooking-pro.com/en/bookcore/availability/packs/katarocks/?pid=6284&fe=2019-06-15
https://www.thephuketnews.com/banner_stat-546-www.treehouse-villas.com
https://www.thephuketnews.com/index.php
https://www.windowonphuket.com/
https://www.thephuketnews.com/tv
https://www.thephuketnews.com/radio
https://www.wheretoeat-phuket.com/
https://www.thephuketnews.com/
https://www.novostiphuketa.com/
https://www.khaophuket.com/
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-education.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-arts.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-community.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-culture.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-dining.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-phuket-entertainment.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-environment.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-health.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-people.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-technology.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-travel.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/life-world-entertainment.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/Education-tags.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/Amy-Bryant-columnist.php
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv1OcINXXhi0-Lm7q8zCW5ctGR5y8V-XiNPusPCD-ZN3ioQK1hWFjGcx1CAn9asaxUlrUChAni150D_oBzUlrfAH93lSCFdk9pXmUCgybT5v4U4jygNnE01P8lFVI56lnyK8iYLQZTWDO-Py3nnd8VZsSmndYPvClniwrWG7zVGB_7bTeZHjZGQzPxG672MmORvY21khuMZDnsyudOa9ZWWb9JYHbxQJxjDxxhBkQNTSEKYQO4qFhYiPW0pr7-T1ICqS38ByVo2IvjaFXmnHLRdgOW3hG30MDj8_ia4x9Z00U-4pPT1KfZir0Vi0cSEHTYmsMYzBwO7CQfkBXhyXGJAbZuRz2sM2T3qjKCiQXWNcDQTBe2BYVCMeeFa02MuXK9igCnpoPv51F-UUHdcu_UZ-23CDPp7gYkZG8kR8lik-i7AJi53MiPUmqkjMm5FHt-ZWmSLlBOzNMgNzRkv_UXwpuzveSZe4AyTJu-waQnZ6oQTF8gHb6idUT_-kxnGYT8exiOAA8UtuZOYIa62aQV3BL7FzGpqo9XIuAmD_VkMOtY_jQGu52Rzq8LcBO6VtfrlILyFQ3ZW8N5E6U971R5Lu4ubcGfo_p-mH4G9X8_4_6KycBvAqiq0_HqFMPzfqWY2XqzTinBXEdL1MI7BNny2mnv-q0OhLoJ1obdq8m-ZND3hIcYsIoIYXdlCa9UBiEUeVSLdqWnh4X0q70a9NAkHBiicoZ7X5xUpjLE-pnshvEGae_lM7jrQmYjGHEJA1eG5-w2Olk6JrEYgeK9y-4q_jcWmYV48lqKrw2WrrbcczhTI-8GJ-WGRispQ94p62IXqHEUnF5hJB6H4xmFoVQkbrLTGDZ_5YbKgtSWA_2xeXg2trWzwHHzZH_lPQvmYeNzL3YWXBSiH97nKgmtB-XnqIQf01RZlfyEYGI4qSpsJgTn-RPiVZqEc9moTA4L5cxxodMctxKHobrRhAt-h1I3JhgDzvdd1_RFGydhO6KAUH3_BEY7_AGk7aHFeHEkqRrJfSE6xKyqu7GTrFoZw&sai=AMfl-YSRulj-4qIeUhMhdWxOMCrJuoCHX0Ccku8yUB9X_Vvkc5OoAls5eFi1QK_zk9j6UKdniOdOikmkWT-zwXT4QlbHterlP17FrLQFIqnOVa07mPW3_vrK9hJpkuAgw1uxdzeRvSPPghn4cgGuZRjCHLNtFKtEb2oETaw110vbvBhv-2U&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFDqRxxiJiOL&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.gladstonebrookes.co.uk/online-check-form/%3Futm_source%3Dinvitemedia%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://www.thephuketnews.com/photo/listing/2019/1559113251_1.jpg
https://www.thephuketnews.com/tip-off.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/ib-students-to-learn-fake-news-social-media-algorithms-and-privacy-71589.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/the-path-to-success-teaching-and-learning-are-all-about-the-journey-71588.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/schools-fit-for-purpose-71515.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/thai-trips-at-bisp-primary-71210.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/education-centre-stage-at-bisp-71082.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/qsi-phuket-to-hold-11th-trash-fashion-show-71052.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/welcome-to-the-60s-hairspray-the-musical-at-bisp-71042.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/without-geography-youre-nowhere-70875.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/the-nev-mars-effect-great-teachers-instill-a-love-of-learning-70691.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/uwc-thailand-international-school-launches-sailing-programme-70709.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/bisp-students-are-good-sports-everyone-a-winner-on-sports-day-70455.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/island-students-to-cook-up-a-storm-at-qsi-student-top-chef-battle-70454.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/do-universities-seek-well-rounded-students-70371.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/experience-of-a-lifetime-at-bisp-students-step-out-of-their-comfort-zones-on-school-trips-70213.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/habits-the-way-forward-setting-children-up-for-success-in-2019-and-beyond-70054.php
https://www.thephuketnews.com/australian-in-patong-hotel-fall-on-heavy-painkiller-likely-suffering-hallucinations-71762.php#26377
https://www.thephuketnews.com/australian-in-patong-hotel-fall-on-heavy-painkiller-likely-suffering-hallucinations-71762.php#26377
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26376
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26376
https://www.thephuketnews.com/maann-alleged-corruption-complaint-filed-with-dsi-71760.php#26375
https://www.thephuketnews.com/maann-alleged-corruption-complaint-filed-with-dsi-71760.php#26375
https://www.thephuketnews.com/install-solid-lane-dividers-in-chalong-underpass-says-phuket-poll-71758.php#26374

12/6/2019

Bright Futures: UWCT students earning scholarships for top-flight universities

A handful of UWCT students come from refugee backgrounds. Having made their way to
the school against the odds and despite circumstances unimaginable, these students go
on to great academic and personal success, including securing dream scholarships to
some of the top universities and colleges in the world, funded by philanthropists, such as
Shelby Davis, or universities themselves. Quite incredible for an independent school in
the foothills of our small island.

These scholarships lead to degrees, professions and changed lives, and without them,
these students would face the prospect of returning to the conflict and instability of their
home countries.

On a Friday afternoon amidst their IB exams, four of these soon-to-be scholars kindly
took the time to tell The Phuket News about their experiences of navigating the
important path to higher education. Their names are Elias, Tala, Laura and Zane and they
are wonderful ambassadors for their home countries, for UWC and for Thailand.

The first time Elias Nkuansambo boarded a flight, it was the long-haul departure that
took him from his home country of Angola to Thailand. He wasn't entirely sure where
UWCT was and had only a handful of English words in his vocabulary.

“That was difficult at the airport in Bangkok!” Elias jokes. “But learning English is one of
the greatest experiences that has impacted my life.”

Just 18 months after his airport debacle, Elias is fluent and has an ease with language and
storytelling akin to that of a stand-up comedian. He has the room in stitches.

The acquisition of the English language was Elias’ launchpad into a scholarship for
Concordia College in Minnesota. In fact, he received seven offers from different
universities, but chose Concordia after much introspection and many a visit to the office
of Len Peters, the school guidance and university counsellor.

“The knowledge I'll learn | want to take outside of the classroom. I'm also looking forward
to a change in climate. | want to see snow,” Elias says.

Tala Khalil, from Syria, is equally excited to head for colder climes having been admitted
to the University of British Columbia (UBC) in Vancouver.

Tala's application process came with a set of individual challenges, though, including the
United States’ draconian travel ban which inhibited her from applying to universities and
colleges there. Instead, she focused her energy on four places in Asia, Europe and
Canada. And it was UBC that ticked the right boxes for her.

After being nominated by UWCT, Tala also successfully passed through a separate
selection process for the Donald Wehrung International Student Award for high academic
achievers who show leadership skills and come from war-torn areas.

"UWCT has been a life-changing experience and I'm leaving with a toolkit,” she explains.
“I won't hesitate to go to a new place and meet new people and speak English every day.
| have more self-confidence and more understanding of myself.”

Laura Avetisyan is similarly grateful to UWCT for the transformative education it has given
her.

“What UWCT has done for me is expanded the way | think. That's probably going to be
the most significant thing | take from here. You are always seeking to look at things from
multiple angles,” she explains.

It's this critical thinking and reasoning that caught the attention of Laura’s future alma
mater, University College London (UCL). And she is looking forward to life in the bustling
capital. Originally from Nagorno-Karabakh, a mountainous disputed region between
Armenia and Azerbaijan, and now enjoying island life in Phuket, she has yet to live in a

1.1k

Shares

https://www.thephuketnews.com/bright-futures-uwct-students-earning-scholarships-for-top-flight-universities-71585.php#WIraotXmkrC8M2L4.97

As we have seen the photos of a jackknifed truck +
trailer in PN Opinion of 02 June, solid lane divi...
(Read More)

Rawai Mayor puts road safety in spotlight: Only 18%

of Phuket motorcyclists wear helmets

| think any head injuries due to not wearing a helmet
should be billed to the patient, also their in...(Read
More)

Install solid lane dividers in Chalong_Underpass,_says

Phuket poll

Wasn't he the one who in another article said the
underpass was dangerous? Classic coming from t...
(Read More)

Rawai Mayor puts road safety in spotlight: Only 18%

of Phuket motorcyclists wear helmets

Why the Rawai Mayor not put the Phuket traffic
police in the spotlight for negligence of duty? No p...
(Read More)

Rawai Mayor puts road safety in spotlight: Only 18%

of Phuket motorcyclists wear helmets

Well, the way many phuket road users behave in
traffic, it is a miracle that not more die on the roa...
(Read More)

Rawai Mayor puts road safety in spotlight: Only 18%

of Phuket motorcyclists wear helmets

Nice idea, but we have seen it all before, and yet... no
change, there is a reasons, Thais don't...(Read More),

Rawai Mayor puts road safety in spotlight: Only 18%

of Phuket motorcyclists wear helmets

With respect for this great life saving initiative, a pity
that the first safety steps are skipped o...(Read More),

2/6


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvGupfzFG7NYX8uq0fj7B1JSSG_9usMkpDyc7ZkiqnLhp7B7ZorYJsboCYMchzIoPOju7FFkklFCniazi8uOFpM0_0J_Vc-H3ETOgREZF4vD44T2H62_K9sT5up1D3fQ4oeE5L8mubp87YwWQRJqAYxagHm1mhdpHA5bPHMkBWCjEqw-dNJMFsAIHwc8xBVSQp7_Ky2BjW41H4X-M9B8nJh2z2kncmjr8bSXemIJdeOlhMmR18kUNBJy-saYrE5JxY-wYE7D_F6CIsZEhzpEhRasDjsuJi2Y-de6NeB8peFmOqsIsF_RtuJnz7suOAYD0monyG-dHGk5x9re-kPVHmKN4mI5fCAEnZ_4iHHMagEPrhX9ItkIKjerCqcN8MWfnI2TG09BGhiXvINfFGHkFLEqLxnQACNQ1XX8vFoAEJpXbTM8R25wQBayREVGC46EhcNveUzeJ8P7iZvn-CKWwQJQle3CS9ernI_2BJh7bAYxrJCY6qpg5eLyxuOdUYCjqA-oqo3XnNwh7LlPQovOGv3wU8ppP-3cIpv9rZtvPu1g-qB77so9_qFZr5OyG48j3Wmd7PR0BuKCrCdf1miFZxVwNLdR_b4oBd980dD0Sj1138TMDFFMBoIspHocF_CTNfyE8-gzZDzJsvmFVwYYvj7JZpjNXC7UfQJbdyeU_Vrj5QnbxVmLMn-T5czPdtaa-3amkR3YJ-8_IIi2ALwM6qn-CqAA3Imu4cybDlJgiSw6n-w9mLGC81N-BZjFhWctzj4PUiO92HAFmzVxeafQK0Kb8_WR_nOLC9oFbgi4CaLFOCbTSikx797fjvpZrfXwnjGLaEJAtlAk6_vWC2vjTq9rthIMe-jBcRC6k2TVNIE5Dhyevfl5aEBwaX3tg7jpLGyONWeTJWK7uTGQcTuy2kqk0nwsF6tBmtMueqVTNz3UNuMdWJB0ulhdCx2fwQKAT2czlr3jdpROkaEQdlb3-AvlNtNUQVYSYzBK9Y5xh21j-BTwmg0eMCBYySGP_uQBT5aWTkgd1j4jLOgMdKwbjTc&sai=AMfl-YSl7zCpnuNfj5pTKeoqIMya5qgjhefS4VB73pmUG3aTRk7A4UdyAFGyu9PcJS_3iovfp1WBqwCiaf8XBKd6shMVYgmL49vcGwD_KkyI1BakkwcxF08X3B8irA_lECk0m5EcyHGi9Ga7bABAFiYOpm3EotP2n3pMoakbezEvWxkhf5E&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGSiNoQdieMv&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.gladstonebrookes.co.uk/online-check-form/%3Futm_source%3Dinvitemedia%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://www.thephuketnews.com/install-solid-lane-dividers-in-chalong-underpass-says-phuket-poll-71758.php#26374
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26373
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26373
https://www.thephuketnews.com/install-solid-lane-dividers-in-chalong-underpass-says-phuket-poll-71758.php#26372
https://www.thephuketnews.com/install-solid-lane-dividers-in-chalong-underpass-says-phuket-poll-71758.php#26372
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26371
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26371
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26370
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26370
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26369
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26369
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26368
https://www.thephuketnews.com/rawai-mayor-puts-road-safety-in-spotlight-only-18-of-phuket-motorcyclists-wear-helmets-71750.php#26368

12/6/2019

Bright Futures: UWCT students earning scholarships for top-flight universities

Laura applied to UCL a few days before the deadline. Competition was fierce with
students applying from 17 UWC schools worldwide and only two scholarships available.

“It looked very unrealistic and | felt discouraged to write the 1,000-word essay. But |
wrote it,” says Laura, who blew UCL away with her answer to ‘If an entire country
disappeared as a result of natural disaster or climate change, how should the
international community respond?’ and was promptly awarded one of the two coveted
scholarships.

Unlike Laura, Zane Sabbagh'’s application process was a lengthy one which started over a
year ago and saw him writing 25 essays over the December break — from ‘Write a letter to
a tree’ to Tell us about your arch nemesis, fictional or real’ — and covering 3,000
kilometres over a fortnight visiting university and college campuses.

"I chose Stanford University, California in the end because the student body has a
reputation for creativity and | want to surround myself with people like that,” explains
Zane.

He's also excited to live in the United States again. Although a US citizen, of Jordanian-
Palestinian heritage, the last time he was resident there was some 15 years ago.

Zane's time at UWCT has taught him to manage competing priorities, but his lasting
memory of the school will be something quite different.

“It's a diverse environment and it's nice that we take away knowledge of places we had
never even heard of before,” he says as he smiles and nods to his Angolan roommate
Elias.

The school’s core belief is that education can be a force to unite people, nations and
cultures for peace and a sustainable future. And there it was in action, in a single nod, in
a school office on a small island between two students who 18 months ago were worlds
apart, but not anymore.

Further information about UWC Thailand's scholarship programme is available here.
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